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International Presidents’ Forum 2019
@ JIA National Convention 2019 in Hirosaki

<Theme: SDGs and Architects>  

Venue: Art Hotel Hirosaki City 3F
Date: 18th October, 2019

Time: 9:30~11:30

Host: The Japan Institute of Architects (JIA)

JIA National Convention 2019 Aomori in Hirosaki
Hosted by the JIA Tohoku Chapter
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On the occasion of publishing “SDGs Architecture Guide Japan Version” by JIA, 
the theme of IPF 2019 will be <SDGs and Architects.>

Edited & published in December 2018
by KADK, Danish Association of Architects 

and UIA SDGs Commission

Edited & published in October 2019
by The Japan Institute of Architects
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Structure of the Japan Version

A Sample of
Goal 17
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UIA SDG Dhaka Declaration (14th April 2019)

UIA SDG Dhaka Declaration (Cont’d)
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IPF 2019 Time Table:
Date: 18th October 2019

09:00 Doors Open

09:30 Welcoming Address: JIA President 

09:35 Program Presentation: Moderator 

09:40 Introduction of the Participants 

09:45 Presentations and Q&A 

1) JIA,  2) AIA,  3) ASA,  4) KIRA,  5) KIA,   6) SA,  
7) ARCASIA

11:00 Discussion 

11:20 Closing Remarks: Moderator 

11:25 Photo Session 

11:30 Adjournment

Theme:

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
and 

Architects
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Subject Statement:

The 17 SDGs are bold and noble statements.  Some SDGs are more 
directly related to the designing of the built environment.  Others are 
only indirectly affected by the hardware of architecture and landscape 
architecture.

Because they cover a very wide range of human living, and statements 
are necessarily general and vague, whatever you do, you can almost 
always find an interpretation that qualifies your project as satisfying 
one or two SDGs or even more.

Subject Statement (cont’d):

If a set of criteria for a purpose is too vague, and thus easy to qualify, 
there is a danger that that purpose is used for non-substantive 
branding exercise only.  But SDGs address serious issues we face 
today, and are a worthy set of values that we wish to see penetrate the 
design professions, with real results and effects.  

It requires deep understanding of what they need to achieve, as well 
as creative thinking about what our profession can do that is really 
significant in each of the goals.
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Inquiry-1:

In your country, is there much enthusiasm towards SDGs

discussions and implementation among planners, architects, 
designers, and policy makers?  

If so, please discuss successful design / built projects in this      
regard.  

If not, why?

Inquiry-2:

Do you, as a professional organization, offer any program to 
promote awareness of SDGs, and teach their applications to 
architecture?
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MC & Moderator:

Kazuo Iwamura

Past Vice-President, JIA
(The Japan Institute of Architects) 
& UIA Region IV
(International Union of Architects) 

Member, UIA SDGs Commission

IPF 2019 in Hirosaki

Wrapping up the discussions 
about 

“SDGs and Architects”

by
Kazuo IWAMURA
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Architectural Design

Landscape Design

Urban Planning

Local Policy 

National Policy

Regional Policy

Global Policy

for

Achieving SDGs

through

The Built Environment

Accessible 
Adaptive 
Affordable
Biodiverse
Clean 
Collaborative 
Connected
Creative 
Cultural
Decent
Durable
Economic 
Ecological 
Environmental 
Equitable
Healing
Healthy 
Human

Inclusive
Innovative  
Involved
Low-cost
Recycling 
Regenerative 
Renewable 
Resilient
Safe/Secure             
Social responsible 
Sustainable 
Symbiotic
Transparent
Universal
Vernacular       
Vital
Well-being

Some keywords from the discussions about “SDGs and Architects”
@ IPF 2019 in Hirosaki

Sustainable TBL (Triple Bottom Line) for “SDGs and Architects”
@ IPF 2019 in Hirosaki

SDGs

Economic (Profit)

Environmental (Planet) Social (People)

Affordable

Low-cost

Social responsible 

Decent

Involved

Inclusive

Symbiotic

Ecological

Collaborative

Equitable

Durable

Biodiverse

Adaptive

Accessible    Connected

Resilient
Universal

Well-being

Innovative 

Recycling

Renewable 

Regenerative 

Safe/Secure 

VitalClean
Healthy

Creative

Healing

Robust

Vernacular
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Architects to be involved in SDGs & TBL by greening Market

Conventional Brown Market : Mass Consumption & Mass Disposal

Pillar A: 

Ethical Motives

Pillar B: 

Green Behaviors

Pillar C: 

Beneficial Motives

1. Politics & Policies

(Global, Regional & Local 
Level)

1. Governmental

(Legislative, Guidelines, 
Subsidies, etc.)

1. Competition to win

(International, Inter-cities)

2. More employment

2. Corporate & professional 
Social Responsibility (CSR) 
and Decent Work

2. Corporate & professional

(Environmental Audit, Green 
R&D, Green Procurement)

3. Corporate risk hedge

4. Higher productivity

5. Economic gains

3. Ideal (Thoughts)

(The Natural Steps, Factor 
4, etc.)

3. Personal

(Awareness, Lifestyle, 
Workstyle, etc.)

6. Health

7. Comfort

8. Well-being

Ethics Contribution Benefits

GREEN MARKET for a sustainable future

Social Value Transformation

SDGs Architecture Guide as a Communication Tool

Layer 1: 
Governmental

Layer 2: 
Corporate

Layer 3: 
Individual

Conventional Brown Market : Mass Consumption & Mass Disposal

Pillar A: 

Ethical Motives

Pillar B: 

Green Behaviors

Pillar C: 

Beneficial Motives

1. Politics & Policies

(Global, Regional & Local 
Level)

1. Governmental

(Legislative, Guidelines, 
Subsidies, etc.)

1. Competition to win

(International, Inter-cities)

2. More employment

2. Corporate & professional 
Social Responsibility (CSR) 
and Decent Work

2. Corporate & professional

(Environmental Audit, Green 
R&D, Procurement)

3. Corporate risk hedge

4. Higher productivity

5. Economic gains

3. Ideal (Thoughts)

(The Natural Steps, Factor 
4, etc.)

3. Personal

(Awareness, Lifestyle, 
Workstyle, etc.)

6. Health

7. Comfort

8. Well-being

Erhics Contribution Benefits

GREEN MARKET for a sustainable future

Social Value Transformation

SDGs Architecture Guide as a Communication Tool

Layer 1: 
Governmental

Layer 2: 
Corporate

Layer 3: 
Individual

<Analysis on the trends 
and the status quo>

FORECASTING

SDGs & TBL

Architects to be involved in SDGs & TBL by Forecasting
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Conventional Brown Market : Mass Consumption & Mass Disposal

Pillar A: 

Ethical Motives

Pillar B: 

Green Behaviors

Pillar C: 

Beneficial Motives

1. Politics & Policies

(Global, Regional & Local 
Level)

1. Governmental

(Legislative, Guidelines, 
Subsidies, etc.)

1. Competition to win

(International, Inter-cities)

2. More employment

2. Corporate & professional 
Social Responsibility (CSR) 
and Decent Work

2. Corporate & professional

(Environmental Audit, Green 
R&D, Procurement)

3. Corporate risk hedge

4. Higher productivity

5. Economic gains

3. Ideal (Thoughts)

(The Natural Steps, Factor 
4, etc.)

3. Personal

(Awareness, Lifestyle, 
Workstyle, etc.)

6. Health

7. Comfort

8. Well-being

Ethics Contribution Benefits

GREEN MARKET for a sustainable future

Social Value Transformation

SDGs Architecture Guide as a Communication Tool

Layer 1: 
Governmental

Layer 2: 
Corporate

Layer 3: 
Individual

BACKCASTING

SDGs & TBL

<Image of the future>

Architects to be involved in SDGs & TBL by Backcasting

Wrapping up the discussions about “SDGs and Architects”
@ IPF 2019 in Hirosaki

Let’s keep in touch

through 

the worldwide networking 

as shown herewith for instance

to achieve SDGs together,

leaving nobody behind!!
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Contributors to IPF 2019 in Hirosaki, AOMORI

Thank you

for your cooperation!!

“SDGs and Architects”
@ IPF 2019 in Hirosaki, AOMORI

This report has been compiled by JIA only for recording IPF 2019. All rights reserved.  
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