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Reframing Environmentalism: Shaping a Positive Future

by Dr. Ray COLE,
Professor Emeritus, The University of British Colombia,
Vancouver, CANADA

Abstract

Environmentalism has been variously framed as concern about and action aimed at
protecting the environment.

Critics argue that its message is alarmist, sets environmental issues apart and
contextually disconnected from other pressing societal concerns, and situates
responsibility and solutions within the domain of a separate movement and its
expertise.

The current period of increasing climate and political uncertainty creates a
qualitatively different context for environmentalism.
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Abstract (cont’d)

In building design, environmentalism has been exercised through strategies directed
at reducing non-renewable resource use and pollutant emissions.

What is commonly referred to as “green building” design, for example, has been
almost exclusively directed at reducing the degenerative consequences of the built
environment on the health and integrity of ecological systems rather than
emphasizing positive outcomes.

While important and necessary, such a response is increasingly recognized as being
an insufficient one.
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Abstract (cont’d)

Rather than reducing destructive impacts, the emerging notion and practice of
regenerative approaches views buildings as catalysts for positive change, adding
value and enabling the full potential of the social and ecological systems to the
unique place they are situated.

Regenerative approaches are therefore inherently hopeful and full of promise — a
marked contrast to the negative messaging of much of the current environmental
discourse. While the technical strategies of green design remain valid, the intention,
language and more comprehensive framing of regenerative development offers
considerable potential to accelerate the development of a shared vision, shared
ownership and shared responsibility.

The most significant and necessary shift does not therefore reside solely at the
strategic level, but in the mind-set of design teams and clients.
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Abstract (cont’d)

Eventually, perhaps, we will come to view the act of building not as destructive of
natural systems and depleting the earth’s resources but as contributing to and
supporting the creation of a thriving, resilient and abundant world.

To achieve such an ambition, we will need to articulate the vision and associated
values necessary to affect and guide positive change and, in particular, how these
are communicated to a broader public.

Buildings, it would seem, can and should form a critical part of this communication
process.
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Douglas “Slogans for the 215t Century” (2014)

c O u pl an d One of Canada's most provocative artists and cultural thinkers questions
what our future holds.
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These text-based works consist of thought-provoking statements that speak emphatically to contemporary citizens,
indicating how much society has changed in one generation and hinting at more dramatic changes to come.
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21&%30)1’:&) @ZD— \\/ Use jet while you still can.

People make bad choices when technology changes too quickly.
st Welcome to Detroit. The whole world is now Detroit.
Sloga ns for th € 2 1 Ce ntu ry Healthy people are bad for capitalism.
Drones yearn to see you naked.

Friends don’t unfriend friends.
by Douglas Coupland, Permanent revolution

extracted from his artwork exhibited Machines will make better choices than humans. They really will.

Looking backward won’t help this time.
at Vancouver Art Ga”ery Technology favours horrible people.

in 2014, Robots ate your job for breakfast.
Technology is only remaining link to executionment.
Robots yearn to dethrone you.
h Robots push your class buttons.
eve ryW e re The past is now useless.
What if there’s no next big thing?

| S a nyW h e re The unanticipated second effects of technology dictate the future.
Uncreative people use the word robot as a tool to freak you out.

iS eve ryt h i n g Oh... I see you’re not using a MAC...
Killing people with drone is cheating.
H h . In the future we’ll all be shopping from jail.
IS a nyt I n g Robots don’t buy furniture.
Talking about robots means you hate children and nature.
Science fiction is now just fiction.
A lot of people don’t want progress.
Honk if you're driving a driverless car.
Machines will make better choices than humans.
Excess leisure time is disaster.
Hack your driverless cars to destroy the speed limit.
Drones and robots are best friend.
It’s all happening way faster than we thought.
Getting shift faced in a driverless car is going to be awesome.
Hoard anything you can’t download.
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Douglas Coupland, everywhere is anywhere is anything is everything Exhibition, Vancouver, 2014
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One Certainty: The Global Climate is Changing
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Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
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Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
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Faith in Rationality of Science
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Scientific Consensus
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Political Consensus

Override different beliefs, ideologies & skepticisms
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Scientific Framing of Climate Change

Michael 'Mike' Hulme (born 23 July 1960) is Professor of Human Geography in the Department of Geography at
the University of Cambridge. He was formerly professor of Climate and Culture at King's College London (2013-
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“I am the ghost of environment future”

Drawing on Charles Dickens’, A Christmas Carol
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“...most people wake up in the morning trying to
reduce what they have to worry about...

Environmentalists wake up trying to increase it."

THE DEATH OF

ENVIR LISM
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Alarm, pessimism & a depressing possible
future:

Fails to garner public attention &
engagement

In this remarkable report “The Death of Environmentalism”, on how environmentalism
became a special interest, Michael Shellenberger and Ted Nordhaus suggest that it's
time to reexamine everything we think we know about global warming and
environmental politics, from what does and doesn't get counted as “environmental” to.
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“A positive, transformative vision doesn’t just
inspire...

it also creates the cognitive space for assumptions
to be challenged and new ideas to surface.”

THE DEATH OF
ENVIRONMENTALISM

GLOBAL WARMIN 5INA
Apysiond 5
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ANTHROPOCENE

Defies coherent distinctions between scientific fact & cultural value
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Rethinking Impacts
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Green
Design

Increase human impacts in ways
that are consciously beneficial

Response to the call to reduce
human impacts
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Changing global physical Changing cultural &
climate political climate
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Changing information Changing social media

interconnectedness capability
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Wealth Disparity
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2D
Wealth Disparity

"If people can't aspire to succeed within the
system, they will aspire ... outside the system, in
ways that break the system."

Dean Ngaire Woods, University of Oxford

[N BBT BY AT LORTHRIMSLHEINIE,
ZOVRT LEWES BHET
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Ngaire Woods is the founding dean of the Blavatnik School of Government and professor of Global Economic
Governance at the University of Oxford. She was born in New Zealand.
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Climate Change: Stressors
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Climate Change: Stressors & Responses

Rising Sea level Increased Rainfall Rising Temperatures Tte"ff Storms
Neig_hbourhood
Building
Mitigation Adaptation
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Green Building Councils
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Response to UK Localism Act 2011
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Guide to Localism
Opportunities for architects
Part one: Neighbourhood planning
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Professional expertise
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Community knowledge
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Addressing Climate Change
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Addressing Climate Change
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Canadian’s Priorities: 2016

What

Canadians
*want from the Federal Budget
NFEADERFEIZKOHDED

Canadians sy healthcare, taxes, and rebof for the middie-class are at the top
of mind ahead of the federal budget announcement, according to a new poll
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Impact of Climate Change on Human Health
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If we are the dominant species in terms of numbers
and we have taken upon ourselves the leadership
role, then we have a duty to all existing life forms to
maintain the harmony and balance of the earth’s

eco-system.
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Her Imperial Highness, Princess Takamado
2005 World Sustainable Building Conference in Tokyo 27t September 2005 §
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“Devise ways of measuring success without knowing
in advance exactly what that success might be...”

David J Snowden is the founder and Chief Scientific Officer of Cognitive Edge
in Singapore. He has pioneered a science-based approach to organisational
decision-making drawing on anthropology, neuroscience and complex
adaptive systems theory (#8 ¥ B 5 RIB) .

He is generally considered to be a pioneer in the application of complex
adaptive systems theory to a range of social issues, and in the development
of narrative as a research method. His use of the Sensemaker methodology
has been applied across government and industry in a variety of fields
including knowledge management, strategic planning, conflict resolution,
weak signal detection, decision support and organisational development.
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“‘New approaches to design, and the tools that support
them...

must be preceded by new ways of imagining and
thinking.”
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What we need to do to
address climate change
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What climate change can
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Conclusions

Rather than reducing destructive impacts, the emerging notion and practice of
regenerative approaches views buildings as catalysts for positive change, adding
value and enabling the full potential of the social and ecological systems to the
unique place they are situated.

Regenerative approaches are therefore inherently hopeful and full of promise — a
marked contrast to the negative messaging of much of the current environmental
discourse. While the technical strategies of green design remain valid, the intention,
language and more comprehensive framing of regenerative development offers
considerable potential to accelerate the development of a shared vision, shared
ownership and shared responsibility.

The most significant and necessary shift does not therefore reside solely at the
strategic level, but in the mind-set of design teams and clients.
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Conclusions (cont’d)

Eventually, perhaps, we will come to view the act of building not as destructive of
natural systems and depleting the earth’s resources but as contributing to and
supporting the creation of a thriving, resilient and abundant world.

To achieve such an ambition, we will need to articulate the vision and associated
values necessary to affect and guide positive change and, in particular, how these
are communicated to a broader public.

Buildings, it would seem, can and should form a critical part of this communication
process.
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Thanks for your attention!!

76

F T B EHE T +—F L(GBF-IBEC)
<FNEAFEIF— HIEES

B B%:2017%12A118(A) 15:00~17:30
15 T EREEE JSHY I J3F IR EX (RMAERFET OHT)

E OEEEIEOBMEE.
IROTATIERFEEFR DB

B M IJUToya-a0VETRKZEREHIE
Ray COLE t&+

FBEBR TS 24 Ik ERBHASE E50T)

FEFEMES. ORay Cole + Kazuo lwamura

2017/12/11

77




GBF-IBEC
Green Building Promotion Forum ') —> B EHE T+ —F L
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Institute for Building Environment and Energy Conservation




