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5‐3. 飛騨高山白川郷

The “Kaya” straws used to 
make the traditional steep 
thatched roofs can also be 
dried out around the house, 
and used to make snow 
shelters and insulation mats 
against cold winter.

The used thatch can be 
then ploughed into the 
farming field as fertilizer or 
laid on the ground as mulch 
to prevent weed growing, 
eventually returning to the 
earth.

Such ecological culture is 
supported by the communal 
collaborations. 
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Okinawa Prefecture consists of three major island groups

363 islands
1.41 million p.
2,281 km2
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House 
Nakamura:
Mid 18C,
Naha

5-5. Vernacular house in 
Naha, Okinawa 



”Amahaji“: An open buffer space 
between interior and exterior under 
the eaves

Opened doors and fittings for the natural aeration under the roof


