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Agenda
10:00 Welcome Remarks by the JIA President
10:05 Introduction of the Attendants
10:10 Remarks and Q&A (15 min. each) by
1) AIA, 2) ASA, 3) KIRA, 4) KIA, 5) ARCASIA
11:25 Wrap-up Remarks by the Moderator
11:40 Discussion by All
11:55 Group Photo Session
12:00 Adjournment
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Thank you for your attention!!
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Welcome Remarks
by Masaharu ROKUSHIKA,
JIA President
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Remarks by BAE, Byung Kil
President, Korean Institute of Architects

Vernacular Architecture in Korea
The theme of Vernacular architecture which the world is interested in again is also one of the issues of
Korean architects. There are many difficulties for the current address of ‘Vernacular architecture” of
Korea to be defined in the background of complicated history. As the Korean peninsula underwent the
history of several wars, it had much of residential environment formed with hygiene and survival as the
main purpose. Despite the fact that pieces of traditional architecture called “Hanok (Korean housing)”
remained, the slums made of wood panels due to the concentration phenomenon of population was the
top priority task for solution facing that era.
High-density apartment houses were formed in full force through economic growth and housing supply
policies, which was realized using international materials and forms consisting of cement and steel
reinforcement. Although our contemporary residential space configuration follows space hierarchy of the
traditional architecture in history, it is still difficult to find advantages of regionalism architecture in the
aspects of material, environment and culture.
So-called architectural style made of the architectural language of a region may be considered in our
country now as the attempts to reconstruct the context of traditional architecture called ‘Hanok’ that has
been interrupted for a century. Korean peninsula has four distinct seasons including a hot and humid
climate. ‘Hanok’ that has evolved in the past history of 5,000 years amidst such environment contains all
of our country’s nature, geographical characteristics and life styles. In addition, Hanok does not have
historical figures having patents for architectural styles, and has no popularization of even special styles
used for public architecture from certain architectural schools.
While traditional architecture cannot represent the regional architecture, Hanok style is appearing again
for the recent few years as a new challenge of our country’sPP regional architecture. The regions of
Seoul called Buk-chon, Seo-chon and Ikseon-dong are preserved and activated as the region having
genetic properties of Hanok to coexist with contemporary facilities. In addition, to find and establish our
identity, we are also renovating the spaces of Hanok through urban regeneration, and developing them
by combination with the contemporary spaces. Hanok of column-beam type has a potential capable of
newly configuring inside spaces for dressing up while leaving the framework of the old architectural
style.
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Considering the appearance of traditional Hanok, it had a great unity nationwide in the aspects of space,
equipment and materials of the architecture, while the types of space configuration varied only slightly
from region to region depending on the climate. Foundation is prepared by using stone and column-beam
type of structure is formed by mortise jointing to form the walls with soil and straw bundles and finish
them as a plastered wall. For the openings, subtle illumination is composed by attaching Hanji
(traditional Korean paper) onto the wood bar of the lattice. In addition, the most scientific advantage of
Hanok style is found in the heating system of ‘Ondol’ which warms the entire interior through floor
heating. Although the characteristics of carrying out the floor living are the same as that in Japan, the
method of heating is different due to a difference in climate and living. Ondol is also an efficient floor
heating equipment system that is already being expanded worldwide, and is still being maintained in our
living.
The architectural style made in a region by accumulation of time is the most rational space configuration
method for the region. However, when you visit Korea, you can see numerous apartment complexes first
rather than the architectural style of Hanok. Due to the housing supply policies mentioned earlier, the
large-scale apartment complexes have already become another culture of ours and the look of our cities
for the par 70 years. Although the inside space contains an evolved space of Hanok, the apartment that
has become a means of economical investment also becomes the space producing fiercer competitions
and chilly relationships.
We think that the regionality of architecture is closely related to history and reflects the appearance of
our life. In the past, Korea has failed to recognize importance of the features and the small living culture
accumulated in the region focusing only on economic growth by redevelopment and new town formation
after demolition. It seems that several developing countries in the world are now in the similar situation.
Although the new vernacular architecture may not be caused only with region-friendly material
configurations, I think that the recognition of the value of vernacular architecture is a measure capable of
maintaining continuity of the culture.
Architecture of Korea in the past century has grown together with numerous trials and errors. Still, for
the approach to urban regeneration and development as well as architecture of advanced IT technology,
we may be in the situation difficult to find obvious answers from our society as well. I hope that many
possibilities for vernacular architecture are found in accordance with the era of accepting the region’s
identity and diversities.

A Hanok traditional house, preserved in Rakkung (라궁, 羅宮), Gyeongiu
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Presentation by Dr. KIM Yong Seong, KIA Vice-President

Presentation by Sathirut Nui TANDANAND, ASA, ARCASIA Past President
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Remarks by Sathirut Nui TANDANAND
Past President, Architects Regional Council Asia (ARCASIA)

The finest Restaurants in any country will have 3 types of kitchen:

1. Traditional Restaurant; using traditional ingredients, spices
and herbs to achieve the best of the original flavor.

In architecture, we have the same type called historic "conservation and preservation" where all
traditional forms, proportion, materials, are used to have continuity with our past.

2. The Fusion Restaurant; using traditional ingredients in combination with western
ingredients from western cuisines.

In architecture, we have this combination also. If you look at our recent history, we went through a
period called "Post Modernism" or a combination there of.
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3. The Avant-garde Restaurant; This type of restaurant is the most interesting because for
example, they may call themselves Spanish or Italian or French or Japanese, but taking only the essence
of that culinary ingredients then transforming the dishes by using science, technology, chemistry, and art
to present a totally new look, shape, and flavor.

I believe that we as architects from Thailand, Japan, or anywhere for that matter, keep the essence of
what is our cultural heritage but transform our architecture into something creative and new.
This will be the most exciting and unique architecture for our region. I hope that we should promote this
creativity in architecture but still retain the essence of our heritage.

Video show as an appendix

“Cooking in Progress”
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Wrap-up Remarks by Kazuo IWAMURA
Past Vice-President, UIA & JIA

A. What do you as a professional organization, or your architects in general
see in your Vernacular as something that is valid in other cultures?
B. Do you as a professional organization offer any program to promote
awareness of the virtue of your Vernacular in your country?

These are the questions raised for the IPF 2017 conforming to the main theme of JIA Convention 2017
in Tokushima, which is “Architects and Dochaku (土着: A Japanese term that refers to “native,”
“vernacular,” or “indigenous.”).”
The given convention’s sub-theme is “Live Glocally” that represents the integral concept of the Global
view and the Local activities, namely GLOCAL concept and attitude (The original related slogan is;
“Think Globally, Act Locally.”).
It should be noted that one of the most important aspects of “Vernacular” is “Diversity” stemming from
the locality including its climate, geography, ecology, history, local materials, building methods, way of
life, etc. On-site measurement is one of the best methods for understanding, and making dialogs with
past craftsmen who created such vernacular diversity. (cf. P62-64)
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Yokohama, Japan

Presentation by Kazuo IWAMURA, FJIA
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Assessing vernacular houses by means of CASBEE
Since a decade, such vernacular factors became possible of being comprehensively assessed by the
Japanese rating system “CASBEE (Comprehensive Assessment System for Built-Environment
Efficiency)” through the unique index BEE (Building Environmental Efficiency), which is

BEE=Q/L,
the ratio of the total score of the environmental Quality (Q) to that of the environmental Load (L). The
former “Q” represents the health and comfort for instance, and the latter “L” includes the emission of
CO2 and other pollutants to the neighbors (cf. P66-67). IWAMURA has been one of core members, who
developed this system since 2000.

BEE Chart of CASBEE
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Thanks to our five honorable guest speakers, the IPF 2017’s theme has been developed
extremely deeper and wider from their own and regional viewpoints, which provided all
of us with explicit and tasteful images, as well as aesthetic and scientific aspects.
The JIA must sincerely appreciate their tremendous contributions.

Lastly, I would like to mention my favorite Chinese poem that is very much meaningful
and relevant to the theme.

内

気

萌

生

Internal energy brings life.

外

気

成

形

External energy creates form.

内

外

相

乗

Both internal and external energy complement each other.

風

水

自

生

Feng Shui will then be born naturally.
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20 topics addressed during the discussion
Noted and compiled by the moderator.
1-1. Balloon-frame house with wood cladding, a universal building method in US, has
been developed according to the local circumstances (availability of materials, workforce,
and the skill for example).
1-2. Such a “modern” building method of the 19th century can be also considered
“Vernacular” in North America.
1-3. It is easy, forgiving, flexible, affordable and resilient in nature.
1-4. In Japan this building method, known as “2x4 building system,” has been adapted to
the locality, which became quite popular nation-wide since the mid-20th century.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------2-1. ASA has been involving in very diverse initiatives respecting the Vernacular for the
community design as well as applying to resilient solution in the aftermath of natural
disasters.
2-2. Documentation of the vernacular buildings is essential for the demonstration and
dissemination of its value in the local context.
2-3. ASA’s above initiatives show explicitly how to practice the social responsibility of
our profession. This is very much informative for every architects association world-wide.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------3-1. Hanok, a Korean vernacular building style, has been recently reevaluated as Korean
identity of built-environment including landscaping. It is becoming more popular than the
postwar mass production of high-rise boxes.
3-2. Hanok shows the aesthetically high quality of the Vernacular and its adaptability to
the comprehensive locality.
3-3. Many of state-of-the-art architectural practices in Korea include interpretation of
Hanok for the contemporary society.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------4-1. Progress of cooking corresponds to that of architectural design; Traditional, Fusion
and Avant-garde.
4-2. We as architects from US, Korea, Japan, Thailand, or anywhere for that matter, keep
the essence of what is our cultural heritage but transform our architecture into something
creative and new.
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5-1. Vernacular solutions can be assessed scientifically wherever it is located, through
CASBEE (cf. P66) for instance.
5-2. BEE, the ratio of environmental Quality to environmental Load, allows to assess the
vernacular possibly higher than contemporary BaU (business as usual).
5-3. On-site measurement of the vernacular buildings provides us with stimulating
dialogs with past local craftsmen. This gives us tremendous hints for our practices today.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6-1. A question was raised about the meaning of “Wabi (侘) & Sabi (寂)” and the
interpretation into contemporary architectural practices in Japan. This is the sophisticated
principle philosophy of the Japanese Tea Ceremony arising from Zen Buddhism.
6-2. It is deeply related to an extreme simplicity through getting rid of added ornaments
or decorative elements as much as possible. Therefore, it reminds us of “Minimalism” or
“Less is more.” Appreciation of the aging process of building materials is also associated
with this kind of simplicity.
6-3. Additionally, it refers to a sort of mind-set or lifestyle of knowing the feeling of
“Sufficiency” within “Un-sufficient physical circumstances.” This is closely related to
the Vernacular solutions and efficiency on the basis of its locality.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------7-1. Given the above and other observations, the IPF 2017 revealed that the Vernacular
has extremely broad and deep meanings that stimulate our daily practices of designing
the sustainable built-environment and the relevant social systems.
7-2. All attendants expressed at the end that the IPF 2017 went off very well, and that
such an occasion be repeated for further development (The next IPF will be held in
Tokyo in conjunction with ARCASIA Congress in September 2018.). See you all then!!
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Architects and Vernacular
Live Glocally
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