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  The International Presidents Forum 2017 
 

 

                             Presidents                               
  
>Mr. Thomas Vonier               
>Mr. Sathirut Tandanand       
>Mr. Ajaphol Dusitnanond    
>Mr. Cho Chung Kee    
>Mr. Bae Byung Kil            
>Mr. Masaharu Rokushika   

 

 

 

                                        Subject Statement                                    
We architects have been busy with new concepts and issues, such as, sustainability, wise energy uses, 
resilience against natural disasters, computer technology in design and construction, personal safety, 
national security, social responsibilities, etc.  These issues are influenced by, and eventually form the 
universal norm of, the ever more connected world and become the "universal standards". 

In the meantime, we, individual architects come from and/or are more familiar with his or her set of 
local culture, national identity, economy, legal system, social values, building materials, education 
system, and maybe peculiarity of lifestyle to a varying degree. 

We have done much to introduce the universal standards to the local context.  Is there anything we can 
learn from the Vernacular, and take it back to the universal? 

A. What do you as a professional organization, or your architects in general see in your Vernacular as 
something that is valid in other cultures? 

B. Do you as a professional organization offer any program to promote awareness of the virtue of your 
Vernacular in your country? 

(Drafted by Hisaya Sugiyama, AIA, JIA International Relations Committee) 

 

Moderator: Prof. Kazuo Iwamura, FJIA (Past Vice-President, UIA & JIA) 
 

 

 
 

Theme: The Vernacular and our Practice 

(President, UIA & AIA) 
(Past President, ARCASIA) 
(President, ASA) 
(President, KIRA) 
(President, KIA) 
(President, JIA) 
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IPF 2017 Attendants 
 
 

Name Affiliations Position Note 

01 Mr. Thomas Vonier UIA, AIA  UIA & AIA President IPF Speaker 

02 Mr. Sathirut Nui Tandanand ARCASIA, ASA ARCASIA Past President IPF Speaker 

03 Mr. Ajaphol Dusitnanond ASA ASA President  

04 Dr. Thana Chirapiwat ASA ASA Vice-President IPF Speaker 

05 Ms. Kanchana Chirapiwat ASA Head, ASA Cloud Exhibition C.  

06 Mr. Metee Rasameevijitpisal ASA ASA Vice-President  

07 Mr. Thanakorm Boontan ASA   

08 Mr. Cho Chun Kee KIRA KIRA President  

09 Mr. Shin Eul Shik KIRA Int’l Relations C. IPF Speaker 

10 Mr. Bae Byung Kil KIA KIA President  

11 Dr. Kim Yong Seong KIA KIA Vice-President IPF Speaker 

12 Mr. Han Cheol Soo KIA Chair, Planning & Financial C.  

13 Mr. Kyung Min Ho KIA Chair, Int’l Relations C.  

14 Mr. Masaharu Rokushika JIA JIA President IPF Speaker 

15 Ms. Nana Rokushika  (Spouse)  

16 Mr. Nobuya Tsutsui JIA Executive Director  

17 Mr. Sumito Takashina JIA Chair, Int’l Relations C.  

18 Mr. Masaru Fujinuma JIA K. Chapter President   

19 Prof. Kazuo Iwamura UIA, JIA UIA & JIA Past Vice-President IPF Moderator

20 Ms. Magdalena Prechtl-Iwamura  (Spouse)  

21 Mr. Takanobu Ota JIA JIA Past Vice-President  

22 Ms. Keiko Ota  (Spouse)  

23 Mr. Koji Iwama JIA   

24 Mr. Shin Sakurai JIA   

25 Ms. Kay Miyashita JIA Secretary  

 
IPF: International Presidents Forum 

UIA: The International Union of Architects 
ARCASIA: Architects Regional Council Asia 

AIA: American Institute of Architects 
ASA: Association of Siamese Architects under Royal Patronage 

KIRA: Korea Institute of Registered Architects 
KIA: Korean Institute of Architects 

JIA: The Japan Institute of Architects 
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Presidents: 
Bae Byung Kil, KIA      

Thomas Vonier, UIA & AIA 
Masaharu Rokushika, JIA 

Sathirut Tandanand, ARCASIA 
Cho Chun Kee, KIRA  

Ajaphol Dusitnanond, ASA 
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Welcome Remarks by Masaharu ROKUSHIKA 
President, the Japan Institute of Japan (JIA) 
 
Just 30 years have passed since the Japan Institute of Architects was established 
by Prof. Kenzo TANGE as the first president. Commemorating this turning 
point, the JIA National Convention 2017 is being held in Tokushima, globally 

well-known for the Awa Odori, one of the three largest Bon festival dances in 
Japan since 400 years (cf. P6). 
 
The realm of architecture is basically “Local” and at the same time “Global.” Because architecture is 
originally subject to its locality, such as geography, climate, legal system, available materials and 
techniques, but on the other hand, many of other architectural elements, including the environmental and 
structural engineering as well as the spatial concept, can be shared globally, no matter where it is located. 
This is how architects as professionals in the world get sympathy with them, which are consequently 
disseminated across the regions and the nations. Although the particular solutions for certain local issues 
are the fruit of local efforts, these could be the hints for finding the solutions in other unexpectedly 
remote regions. Also state-of-the-art design ideas are immediately wide-circulated through a variety of 
social media, and promptly shared by architects world-wide. Therefore, architecture is Local and Global.        
 
On behalf of JIA Shikoku Chapter, I urge all the JIA members as well as our international guest 
architects to gather around in this congress and to try to discover together the solution-finding triggers 
regarding regional issues in the first place. These triggers, particularly effective for solving the 
indigenous problems in Shikoku, may be applicable to the nation and/or the globe beyond the region. It 
should be therefore highlighted that the architectural profession has eternal social values by nature. 
Retaining the eternal social values, in addition, architects must be always highly sensitive to respond to 
and cope with ever-changing situation and issues around architecture. 
 
The four congress topics “Disasters Preparedness,” “Environment,” “AI,” and “Vernacular” are 
currently vital and absolutely indispensable for us, architectural professionals, to put our social 
responsibility into practice. Accordingly, the IPF 2017 focuses on the forth topic “Vernacular” to be 
addressed by the six international presidents of the relevant architects organizations; UIA, ARCASIA, 
AIA, ASA, KIRA, KIA, and JIA. 

 
The JIA would like to deeply appreciate all the honorable IPF guests for their joining us and 
contributions. 

Ar. Masato NOMURA 
Chair, JIA Shikoku Chapter 
 
 
 

Ar. Toru NONOSE 
Chair, JIA Convention 2017 Executive Committee 

                                                            
 A Buddhist festival for honoring the spirits of ancestors, which are supposed to be visiting with the living on mid August  
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Welcome to 
Tokushima!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Awa Odori (Bon festival dance) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waki-machi (Vernacular houses and town-scape) 
 

Tokushima City 
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Presentation by Thomas VONIER, FAIA 
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Thomas VONIER
President, UIA & AIA 

Presentation by Thomas VONIER, FAIA 
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Remarks by Ajaphol DUSINANOND 
President, Association of Siamese Architects under Royal Patronage  

 

Vernacular Architecture, in the past couple of decades, has 

redrawn attentions as an important and relevant topic among academic scholars, 
researchers, students, and practicing architects in Thailand.  

Local wisdom and local culture appear to be effective counterbalances to the 
force of globalization. ASA as a professional organization with the first mission to provide supports to 
improvements of architecture, environment, and protection of the culture of the nation.  

We feel strongly that the culmination of the wisdoms of our ancesters can lead our way to the 
sustainable future. More and more efforts have been put into studies of vernacular architecture.  

In-depth knowledges on this have been emerging and been applied to create new architecture of today 
that are more responsive to socio-eonomic condition, culture, and lifestyle and fit better to the 
environmental settings than a few decades earlier.  

Dr. Thana CHIRAPIAT, my Vice President for International Affairs, presents how ASA recognizes and 
supports the searches for higher knowledge of the Vernacular and brings such knowledge to actions that 
benefit the public in Thailand and the Region. 

 

 
 



20 

 



21 

 

Presentation by Thana CHIRAPIAT, ASA
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